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<<HOSPITAL NAME>> participates in statewide push to sign up organ donors
Mission of Donor Drive 2010: Add one million names to the Michigan Organ Donor Registry to help save and improve lives
<<CITY>>, Mich. — << HOSPITAL NAME>> is taking part in a massive statewide campaign to save lives by working to help add one million names to the Michigan Organ Donor Registry.

 “There is a critical need for life-saving organs in our state, and the more residents who can commit to helping others through joining the registry, the better,” said <<FIRST NAME LAST NAME, TITLE, of HOSPITAL NAME>>. “The staff of <<HOSPITAL NAME>> realizes the power of organ and tissue donation. And through our staff’s efforts to join and encourage their friends and family to join the registry we are hoping to inspire our fellow community members to follow suit.”
<<HOSPITAL NAME>> has set a goal to add <<NUMBER>> new registrants in 2010. It plans to support efforts to do so by <<INSERT PLANS FOR special SIGN UP DAY, EVENT, FACEBOOK PUSH and/OR OTHER XXXX >>.

Gift of Life Michigan, the state’s only federally designated organ recovery organization, is working with Michigan Eye-Bank and the Michigan Health & Hospital Association (MHA) to enlist the help of hospitals statewide. 

Michigan hospitals are lending their efforts to the 2010 Donor Drive in the spirit of the tremendous success they have experienced through the MHA Keystone: Gift of Life collaborative partnership which began in 2003. Since then, Michigan hospitals have continued to set records in organ and tissue donation and transplantation, contributing significantly to the saving of lives. (read more here: http://tinyurl.com/ygwl3ea) 
The MHA is encouraging all Michigan hospitals to add one name to the registry for every two employees. Hospitals are asked to rally support and participation from employees, family members, neighbors, friends and colleagues. Statewide, the MHA has set a goal of 100,000 new registrants from the collective efforts of Michigan hospitals.

Michigan ranks 42nd nationwide in the percentage of registered drivers who have officially expressed their wish to someday become an organ, eye or tissue donor. Adding one million names to the state’s confidential database will bring Michigan in line with the national average of 39 percent. 
At this time, just 24 percent of drivers in this state have signed the registry. Much of this can be attributed to the fact that most residents are not aware that indicating their intent to become a donor by simply signing the back of a Michigan driver’s license or state ID is no longer sufficient to be considered to be a donor. Residents now must join the Michigan Organ Donor Registry by visiting www.giftoflifemichigan.org, by calling (800) 482-4881 or by visiting a Secretary of State branch office. 

After joining the Michigan Organ Donor Registry, a red heart logo will be mailed to the registrant so that it can be placed on the individual’s Michigan driver’s license or state ID, indicating that person’s wish to someday be a donor.

Last year, 288 people in Michigan donated organs. While praiseworthy, it is not nearly enough to meet the need. In fact, 18 people die every day in the U.S. waiting for an organ transplant. More than 105,000 are on the national waiting list for organs. 
One organ donor can save the lives of up to eight people, and those who give tissue can improve the quality of life for up to 50 sick or injured people. Adding more names to the state’s confidential database will alleviate a family’s burden of making a decision about organ donation during their shock and grief. It also will make more organs available for the 3,000 people waiting in Michigan for a second chance at life.

For more information, visit <<INSERT LINK TO HOSPITAL’S WEB SITE PAGE DEVOTED TO EFFORT (if applicable)>> or www.giftoflifemichigan.org
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